Marilyn A VanDuren
January 27, 1930 - October 4, 2016

Marilyn Van Duren went to be with the Lord on October 4, 2016. She was preceded in
death by her husband of 63 years, Reverend John Van Duren. She is survived by R
James Van Duren (Cindy), Nancy R Deuel (Dave) and Rebecca Van Duren, seven
grandchildren, and eleven great grandchildren.
Marilyn was born in Susquehanna, Pennsylvania on January 27, 1930 to E Raymond
Page and Pearl Ainey Page. She was the second of four children, sisters Janet Page
(Hartt), Ann Page (Lewis) and preceded in death by her brother, Miller Page. Marilyn grew
up on her parents’ dairy farm in Jackson, Pennsylvania. At age ten, while attending
summer camp at the Montrose Bible Conference, she dedicated her life to full-time
Christian ministry. She graduated as salutatorian of her high school class in New Milford,
Pennsylvania at age 16 and later graduated from Mansfield State University as a music
major. After graduating from Mansfield State University she enrolled in the Providence
Bible Institute in Providence, Rhode Island. She graduated from Providence Bible Institute
in 1951. Marilyn met John in 1950 and they were married August 25, 1951.
On September 3, 1953, John, Marilyn, and eleven month old son Jim (R James Van
Duren) left for Nigeria, West Africa aboard the African Pilgrim, a freighter ship. Becky
(Rebecca) and Nancy were born in Jos, Nigeria. John and Marilyn spent 4 1/2 years in
Nigeria doing missionary work and returned to the United States on December 19, 1957.
Marilyn was an elementary classroom teacher and music teacher for many years at
Newfield Central School in Newfield, New York. She also served alongside her husband
as he pastored in several churches. Marilyn ministered as choir director, organist, pianist,
Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School director, youth group leader and she
hosted many dinners in their home for missionaries and lay people.
Marilyn was very proud of her family. She loved her children and her many grandchildren
and great grandchildren and faithfully prayed for each one. She continued her passion for
missions throughout her life and regularly prayed for and supported several missionaries.
Charitable donations can be made to Word of Life Fellowship at www.wol.org or by mail to
Donations, PO Box 600, Schroon Lake, NY 12870); SIM USA at www.simusa.org or by
mail to SIM Donor Care, PO Box 7900, Charlotte, NC 28241; Tabernacle Baptist Church,
1019 N Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850.

The calling hour is Saturday , October 15, 2016 at 10:00 am, followed by a Memorial
service at 11:00 am, both at Tabernacle Baptist Church, 1019 N Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY
14850. A reception will immediately follow the service. The interment is 11:00 am on
Saturday, October 29 at the North Jackson Cemetery, Route 92, in North Jackson,
Pennsylvania. Services have been entrusted to Herson-Wagner Funeral Home 110 S.
Geneva St. Ithaca N.Y. and online condolences can be left at
hersonwagnerfuneralhome.com

Comments

“

Thursday, 13 October 2016
I did not know my Aunt Marilyn had passed away, until finding her obituary today. I
am the paternal nephew of her husband Rev. John Van Duren, being the only son of
John Van Duren's brother, William "Bill" Van Duren (1919-2002), wife, my mother
Georgina Van Duren (1919-1997). I was looking for the recent Oct. 8, 2016 obituary
for another paternal nephew of Uncle Johnny -- Paul Van Duren, (son of John's
brother Richard "Dick" Van Duren) who passed away in Marietta Georgia who also
went to Heaven this past Saturday. But, I found my Aunt Marilyn's instead.
I know she got so lonely for her loving husband John, and the Great desire to be with
our Lord Jesus, that she went to Heaven to join them. Earth's loss, Heaven's gain.
I was told by my mother that I was about only 7 months old when my parents, sister
Jacquie and I saw off Aunt Marilyn, Uncle Johnny and little Jim on their missionary
trip on the African Pilgrim to West Africa.
My loving wife of 23 years Elaine Hughes VanDuren and I now live in Elizabeth City
North Carolina, after I settled here from New Jersey, after my Navy service. Aunt
Marilyn and Uncle Johnny would be so proud of me to know that I met my wife when
I was the Single's Sunday School teacher at our church Calvary Baptist Church in
the same town. My wife to be was a student of mine. I had also been a church
Deacon and sang solos and in the church choir.
My sincere condolences to the family, especially my cousins James, Becky, and
Nancy, and to the grandchildren, and great grandchildren. I didn't know I had so
many cousins. Also, my condolences go to the friends of my Aunt Marilyn and Uncle
Johnny.
I had met my Aunt Marilyn and Uncle John Van Duren (and Jim, Becky, and Nancy) a
few times since they arrived back from Africa, while I was growing up in New Jersey
at family reunions and before they moved to New York; but, I knew them to be
wonderful devoted Christians, loving parents and friends to all, who continually
spread the Saving Grace message of our LORD.
Aunt Marilyn, you are Remembered and Missed and Loved by many, especially me.
May you Rest in Peace and Happiness and Joy and Love and Laughter as you eat at
Heaven's Great Banqueting Table with your husband John, other family members
and friends, and my parents, and especially with our LORD Jesus.
Love to Aunt Marilyn,
Robert "Cookie" VanDuren and wife Elaine Hughes VanDuren, of Nixonton
community, Elizabeth City, NC.

Robert VanDuren - October 13, 2016 at 08:07 AM

“

My deepest condolences to the family of Marilyn Van Duren. I always.
enjoyed working with her.
Annette Perlmutter

Annette Perlmutter - October 13, 2016 at 07:51 AM

“

I worked with Marilyn at The BONTON in Ithaca. She was a lovely lady! My family
sends our sympathy and prayers to the Van Duren family.
Katey Preston

Katey Preston - October 12, 2016 at 12:15 PM

“

My love and sympathy to the Van Duren family. I have so many wonderful memories
of Mrs. Van Duren, especially when she tried so desperately to get my quiet voice
heard and to sing louder and louder in church choir. A wonderful lady! My prayers are
with you all. Marilyn Farmer

Marilyn Farmer - October 12, 2016 at 09:07 AM

“

I'll never forget music classes with Mrs. VanDuren in elementary school. She had
high standards for us, and made sure we met them.

Leslie Mulcahy - October 11, 2016 at 08:06 PM

“

She was a great teacher for chorus at Newfield Elementary school in the 70's and
early 80's. I am so glad I have her in my child hood memories. My name is Heidi
Hartman and graduated in 1986 from Newfield

heidi hartman - October 11, 2016 at 07:17 PM

