Marion Louise Howe
February 19, 1918 - February 21, 2016

Marion Louise Howe, 98, passed away on February 21, 2016 at her home in Kendal at
Ithaca where she had lived for the past 20 years. Marion was born February 19, 1918 in
Ashland, Virginia where her father taught physics and mathematics at Randolph-Macon
College. Her parents were Harley Earl Howe and Eva Belle (Rich) Howe. Harley Howe
was a graduate of Cornell and when a position became available he returned to his alma
mater as a Professor of Physics. Marion grew up in Ithaca and was a graduate of Cornell
with a major in English. After a short stint working in New York City, Marion returned to
Cornell to work 44 years for Cornell United Religious Work (CURW). The headline of an
Ithaca Journal article written when she retired from Cornell stated "Marion Howe, Her
business has been humanity." In addition to her work, Marion was a family historian.
Participating in, organizing and recording various family events for many years. Those
family historians who have followed her appreciate her life-time effort. In 1985 Marion was
on the First Presbyterian Board of a Peacekeeping Mission to reach out to the City of
Ithaca's homeless and needy. After sponsoring five different store front welcoming
centers, the church worked with the Ithaca Chapter of the American Red Cross to
establish and run the present Friendship Center on West State Street, now run by the
Rescue Mission. After her mother died, Marion remained in the family home on Brandon
Place until she moved to Kendal at Ithaca. At Kendal, Marion was part of the Editorial
Team to publish the Kendal Breeze, the monthly newsletter, for eighteen years. The ability
to play the piano by ear meant she was regularly accompanying Kendal groups or playing
for friends. Her hobbies were antiques and writing light rhymed verse, the kind that uses a
smile. Friends want everyone to know that Marion was an energetic retiree, generous, and
always interested in offering to help worthy efforts. "She was amazing and knowledgeable
and positive." She befriended and helped Cornell undergraduates participating in outreach
to the community. She was part of the first undergraduate orientation camp for entering
Cornell freshmen. Marion was an intelligent, kind and curious person, who left an indelible
mark on all the families and friends who knew her... her influence continues.
Donations can be made in Marion's name to "The Endowment Fund" c/o First
Presbyterian Church of Ithaca, 315 N. Cayuga Street, Ithaca NY 14850, or a charity of

one's choice.
A memorial service will be held on May 8th at the Kendal of Ithaca; 2230 N. Triphammer
Road Ithaca NY 14850, in the Auditorium at 2:00PM with a reception to follow.
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