Virginia Stephen
June 22, 1925 - June 16, 2016

Virginia acorn stephen was born on June 22nd 1925 to parents Elizabeth Dashielle and
Albert Acorn Jr. in Portsmouth Virginia. She was a good student who enjoyed playing with
the neighborhood children. She relished the time she could spend with her father,
especially when they were together on the yacht he captained, the Felicia.
In a progressive move for a woman at the time, Ginny attended the Pratt institute in
Brooklyn along with her eventual husband victor stephen. Their time in Brooklyn forged a
creative and romantic bond that would endure throughout their respective lifetimes.
Even after the birth of their two sons, Craig Russell and Scott Russell, Ginny and Vic were
intrepid and adventurous travelers. the family visited many exotic locales, spending an
extended period of time in Costa Rica, where Vic (and Ginny's) art production was prolific
(and as he tells it, Craig got in trouble often). Yet their home was always Ithaca, ny where
they lived for over 40 years.
Ginny was a wonderful mother who loved her children and grandchildren tremendously.
She kept meticulous records of their progress and growth and shared the information with
all of the family members through engaging letters and stories.
Later in her life Ginny was confronted with the challenges brought on by Vic's Parkinson's,
and Scott's cancer. She did not shy away from the challenges but took them head on,
tending lovingly to Vic for almost 10 years, and supporting him unquestionably. After Vic's
passing, Ginny was blessed by the companionship of her numerous and delightful friends,
in Ithaca and throughout the northeast region. These relationships, visits from Craig and
grandchildren elise and Evan, as well as her great grandchild, Millie, kept her going
through her life's final phase.
She will be missed by all of those still here, and greeted warmly by those who are waiting.

